
Pink Salmon

Brook Trout

Brown Trout

Lake Trout

Rainbow Trout

Splake (Brook trout x Lake trout cross)

black spots on upper
back and adipose fin

13-19 anal fin rays black spots on tail

wormy marks on back

black and white edges on fins

boxy shaped body red or orange spots

upper jaw extends
beyond rear of eye

abdomen usually yellow

spotted back

well forked tail

usually pink streak

spotted tail with
definite fork

wormy marks
on back

slightly forked tail

tail slightly
forked

square tail

Rainbow Trout (Steelhead)

white mouth

10-12 anal fin rays spotted tail

Coho Salmon
small spots on upper

portion of tail

13-15 anal fin rays

dark mouth with
whitish gums

Chinook (King) Salmon
large black spots

over tail and upper
portion of body

15-17 anal fin rays

dark mouth
and gums

Atlantic Salmon
black “x” marks
on upper body

upper jaw extends
to rear of eye

torpedo shaped
body

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is committed to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment of the State’s natural resources for current and future generations.

The Natural Resources Commission is the governing body for the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources. In providing a strategic framework for the DNR to effectively manage 
the state’s resources, the NRC works closely with a broad cross-section of constituencies 

to establish and continuously improve natural resources management policy.
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